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hands in such a manner without some such suitable
person to join with, or that he has some experienced
head workman to direct him, which, if that workman
proves honest, is as well as a partner. On the other
hand, his own application and indefatigable industry
supplies the want of judgment. Thus I have known
several tradesmen turn their hands from one busi-
ness to another, and very often with good success.
For example; I have seen a confectioner turn a
sugar-baker; another, a distiller; an apothecary
turn chemist; and not a few turn physicians.

Moreover, a tradesman who is capable of making
a general judgment of things, is fenced against
bubbles and projects, and against those fatal people
called projectors, who are indeed amongst trades-
men as birds of prey are among the innocent fowls;
tradesmen cannot be too well armed, nor too much
cautioned against those sort of people; they are
constantly surrounded with them, and are as much
in jeopardy from them as a man is when in a crowd
of pickpockets.

In order to direct the tradesman how to furnish
himself with a needful stock of trading knowledge,
first, I shall propose to him to converse with trades-
men chiefly. He that will be a complete tradesman,
should principally confine himself within his own
sphere; never was the Gazette so full of bankrupt-
cies as since our shopkeepers have so much engaged
in parties, formed into clubs to hear news and study
politics. The known story of the upholster is very
instructive, who, in his abundant concern for the
public, run himself out of his business into a jail;
and even when he was in prison could not sleep for
the concern he had for the liberties of his dear
country; the man was a good patriot, but a bad
shopkeeper; indeed, he should rather have shut up
his shop, and got a commission in .the army, and